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Pain in Animals

Signs of Pain in Animals

Behavioral Changes: Hiding, aggression, decreased activity, or reduced 
appetite.

Posture/Mobility: Hunched appearance, lameness, difficulty lying down or 
rising, or stiffness.

Social/Self-Care: Decreased grooming (resulting in a disheveled look) and 
reduced interaction 

Facial Expressions



Pain in Animals

Common Causes:

Osteoarthritis: Highly prevalent in older animals, impacting quality of life.

Injuries & Trauma: Fights with other animals or accidental injury. Slips and 
Falls

Procedures: Surgical procedures or agricultural practices like docking and 
castration, branding.

Illness: Infections, inflammation, or tumors



Managing Pain

-Recognition

-Treatment

-Ethcial Obligation



Treatment Protocol

-Most ranches, feedlots, barns, etc will have animal treatment protocols.

-A series of steps on dealing with a treating problems with animals- injuries, 
sickness.

For Example:

Treatment Guide

https://assets.ctfassets.net/8fjsq0xyf4sy/4AoETm5eeqPI5NJOyJUOXD/3f89bb4dfe0d137c0a650a7205a8bb47/South_East_Asia_Cattle_Feedlot_Treatment_Guide-English.pdf


Anesthetic

Anesthetic for livestock is used to manage pain, reduce stress, and ensure safety 
during procedures like surgeries, castrations, dehorning, or dystocia (difficult births). 
It provides, depending on the type, local numbing, sedation, or full unconsciousness, 
improving animal welfare and making handling safer for both the animal and the 
veterinarian. 

Common Uses of Anethetics in Livestock:
Local Anesthesia (e.g., Lidocaine, Procaine): Used to numb a specific area for 
stitching, dehorning, or hoof care without pain.

Epidurals: Common in cows for tail, vaginal, or prolapses to stop pain in the rear 
region 

Sedatives/Tranquilizers (e.g., Xylazine, Detomidine): Used to calm animals

General Anesthesia: complex surgeries where the animal is put to sleep completely, 



Non-Steroidal 
Anti-Inflammitories

NSAIDs in livestock—such as cattle, pigs, and horses—are primarily used to reduce 
pain, inflammation, and fever. 

Pain Relief & Management: reducing pain from injuries, infections, and procedures 
like disbudding, castrating, or calving.
Inflammation Reduction: They manage swelling in musculoskeletal conditions, 
lameness (such as foot rot in cattle), and chronic osteoarthritis.
Fever Reduction (Antipyretic): They effectively lower fevers caused by endotoxemia 
and respiratory infections in pigs and cattle.
Recovery Enhancement: They improve the welfare and speed of recovery of 
animals, often increasing daily gains by reducing stress behaviors and discomfort.



Steroids

-Steroids (specifically corticosteroids like dexamethasone) used in livestock for pain 
management are powerful anti-inflammatory agents designed to reduce swelling 
and inflammation in the short term.

-Steroids (natural or synthetic hormones) in livestock, primarily beef cattle, are used 
to increase growth rates, improve feed efficiency, and boost lean muscle production.



Antibiotics

Antibiotics are used in livestock to treat, control, and prevent bacterial diseases, and 
in some regions, to promote growth and improve feed efficiency. By killing or 
inhibiting bacteria, they improve animal welfare, increase meat production 
efficiency, and reduce mortality.

Common Anticbiotics Used in Farm Animals

https://www.noah.co.uk/topics/farm-animals/farm-animal-antibiotics/


Euthanasia

On-farm livestock euthanasia requires prompt, humane methods to minimize 
suffering, with common approaches including barbiturate overdose (by a 
veterinarian), captive bolt followed by secondary methods, or gunshot



Withdrawal Periods

Animal drug withdrawal periods are the mandatory minimum times between the 
last administration of a drug and when an animal can be safely slaughtered or its 
products (milk/eggs) consumed.

CVP by Vetalytix- Iphone App (Drug use, dosage, withdrawl times, etc)


